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A United Service of Intercession for World 
Recovery was held on Tuesday, April 24th, in 
St.. Paul’s Cathedral. The service was ar- 
ranged by the British Council of Churches 
and amongst those who led the congregation- 
in prayer were the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland and the Moder- 
ator of the Free Church Federal Council. The 
‘large congregation included a representative 
gathering of members of all the chief Chris- 
tian bodies of Great Britain. The sermon was 
preached by the Dean of St. Paul’s, the Very 
Revd. Dr. W. R. Matthews, and we are glad 
to be able to give the major part of his ser- 
-mon below. 


Romans 8, 37." In all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us. 


We have met for this United Service of In- 
-tercession on the eve of the opening of the 
San Francisco Conference. No words of mine 
are needed to describe the momentous char- 
acter of the event. It is the first step in the 
process of reconstruction of a world-order 

after the unprecedented destruction of the 
greatest war in history. Millions of people in 
all nations are hoping that the result of the 

Conference will show a real prospect of last- 
ing peace, and even the elimination of war 
from human experience. It would be diffi- 
cult to exaggerate the depression and despair 
which would sweep through the world if the 
- Conference should fail. We pray to the Lord 
of history that He will inspire the minds of 
delegates with His pure and peaceable wis- 
dom and overrule for good their mistakes 
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the armies of the Allies, their state utterly 
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UNITED SERVICE OF INTERCESSION FOR 
SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 


and errors. And to the delegates we would 
say, “Remember that there are interests be- 
yond the immediate advantage of your na- 
tion or state. Gentlemen, think for Hu- 
manity.” 

We meet also on the eve of victory. We 
pray that victory may soon be complete 
and final. We remember that there are -— 
still fellow Christians under the yoke of a 
cruel oppressor. Norway and Denmark and 
part of Holland await the day of deliverance. 

We thank God for the unwavering witness 

of the Churches in those lands. At the same 
time we remember the Christian Churches 

in countries recently liberated, their past 
suffering and their present need. They 
have added one more glorious chapter to the © 
history of the Church of Christ and given us 

an example of patience, heroism and fidelity 
which we must keep ever before us. We | 
pray that the co-operation of the Churches 
in rebuilding the houses of God laid waste 
by the invader may be the symbol of our 
brotherly love and may draw us closer to- 
gether in the realisation of the Apostle’s 
words “If one member suffer the whole body —s_— 
suffers with it.” Saas: 

The eve of victory—never I suppose has — 
there been so sweeping and complete a con- 
quest as that which is rapidly reaching its 
climax. Certainly we should have to go back 
to the ancient world to find a defeat in any — 
way comparable with that which confronts - 
the German people. Their land occupied by 


destroyed, their institutions shattered, the 
social and economic structure of the country 
disintegrated; their culture in ruins, they 


¥. 


are completely in the power of the victors, 


dependent on them for the very. necessities 
of life. Truly we are in the presence of the 
terrible judgment of God. But let us not 
forget that it is not only the German state 
which is under God’s judgment. In our le- 
gitimate rejoicing and thanksgiving we must 
remember that the victorious nations have 
now the responsibility laid upon them of 
making decisions for the future of millions 
of human beings. In that responsibility and 


opportunity lies our test and our judgment. 


Yes! Never before was there such con- 
quest. Never before were conquerors so 
powerful. The United Nations, for to all 


practical purposes the three great powers 
are masters of the world, the question that 
will be decided at San Francisco is how they 
will use that power. > ‘ 

St. Paul provides us with the phrase that 
sums up what we should pray for the rep- 
resentatives of the great powers—more than 
conquerors. The temptation will be great to 
remain in the role of conquerors. It will 
mask itself plausibly enough under the guise 
of “realism.”’ It will be easy, or at least it 
will appear easy, to exploit the conquest to 
the utmost and to impose a conqueror’s 
peace not only on the enemy but on the 
world. The alternative is to go beyond con- 
quest and to plan and work for a future in 
which all nations may co-operate in fruitful 
effort. 

We are chiefly anxious about the freedom 

' for religion. In the fog of war and the con- 
fusion of a great part of Europe it is per- 
haps inevitable that we should be largely in 
the dark about the Churches in some areas 
and that rumours of all kinds should be cir- 
culated about them. It is certain that they 
need our prayers. Perhaps it is not super- 
fluous to remark that religious freedom in- 
cludes not only the right to worship God ac- 
cording to our conscience but the right to 
preach the gospel unmolested and unhind- 
ered. The Churches have suffered grievously 
and will need all the help we can give to 
repair their material losses, but there is one 
loss which would outweigh all others—that 
of freedom to proclaim the message. We 
must pray that the San Francisco Confer- 
ence will have this freedom in mind and 
Secure to all the Churches the right to pro- 
claim the good news of God and to convert 

. Sinful men to the obedience of Christ. 

Religious freedom includes the liberty of 
fellowship. When the war is over we have 
the task of restoring the bonds of union. The 
Christian Church can bring healing to the 
wounds of war and powerfully promote the 


~ 


unity of a rent and sundered humanity. But - 
it cannot do this unless intercourse is pos- 
sible. We need to know the thoughts and 
hopes and fears and tribulations of our 
Christian brothers everywhere, that we may > 
share the burdens and the joys. We need to 
confer with them and exchange our ideas. 
We pray that the San Francisco Conference © 
may have in mind the urgent need for restor- 7 
ing unrestricted communication and freedom 
for religious fellowship. 4 
“More than conquerors through Him that 7 
loved us.” We are to be more than con- 7 
querors as persons in Christ. The same is ~ 
true of nations. The old League failed for 
many reasons, but chiefly because it did not © 
appeal frankly to the one force which could 
have carried it to success—religious faith. 
I sometimes think that our statesmen un-~ 
derrate the difficulties of making peace be- — 
cause they fail to see that peace and war ~ 
spring out of the souls of men. While-pride ~ 
and selfishness reign in the minds of men, ~ 
the seeds of war have not been eradicated. © 
The signs of the times are not propitious for ~ 
a contrived peace but they are propitious ~ 
for a created peace, one brought into being ~ 
by the creative Spirit of God. 
Nothing but a great wave of religious © 
faith, I believe, can sweep us out of the era 
of conflict and catastrophe into a new age of — 
peaceful progress. Never, therefore, was the © 
task which we have laid upon us more urgent 
than now—to bring together all who love — 
the Lord Jesus and call Him Lord into fel- — 
lowship and cooperation, so that our faith © 
may overcome the world. , 


DR. FISHER’S ENTHRONEMENT 


The great ceremony at Canterbury on — 
Thursday, April 19th, has been fully de- — 
scribed elsewhere. We print, for the interest ] 
of our readers at home and overseas, the — 
full text of the sermon preached by the © 
Archbishop. : 

St. Matthew VI, 18. Thine is the King- © 
dom, the power and the glory. 


The responsibility of the Catholic Church ~ 
is always and altogether to our Lord Jesus © 
Christ, in Whom the Church consists. From — 
Him, as the very Word of God and Saviour — 
of men, it draws its faith and its life, by — 
Him it tests its doctrine, to Him it renders — 
its worship and dutiful service. It is within — 
and as part of that Catholic responsibility — 
that the Church of England is also the na- — 
tional Church of this country. All through ~ 
our history, from its earliest beginnings, the © 
Church has been in an organic relation to — 


the nation, charged with the duty of bring- 
ing into the secular life of our people the 
sanctities of the faith and fear of God, and 
of teaching them to fashion their character 
and policies by the obedience which Chris- 
tians owe to our Lord. For long indeed 
Church and nation were different names for 
the same body of people, the one describing 
them on the side of their heavenly citizen- 
ship, and the other of their earthly citizen- 
ship. And though that is no longer so, this 
Church is still in a very real and profound 
sense the Church of England. 

Its distinguishing characteristic is that in 
loyalty to Christ it endeavours to hold to- 
gether in a due proportion truths which, 
though essential to the fulness of the Gospel 
of Christ, are through the frailty of man’s 
spirit not easily combined—fidelity to the 
apostolic faith and freedom in its appre- 
hension and application, liberty of the spirit 
and obedience to the disciplined life of the 
Church, the corporate unity of a divinely 
constituted people of God and the free re- 
sponse of each in his own person to the grace 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The stresses 
within the Church, so far as they are due 
to tensions between divine truths imper- 
fectly integrated by men, are signs of truth- 
fulness and of health. They may easily 
enough be allowed to cause a confusion of 
voices. But it is the conviction and the justi- 
fication of this Church of England that 
Christ means us to, essay this difficult com- 
prehension, to hold together within our com- 
munion of the Catholic Church what may not 
be put asunder without grievous injury, and 
to present, as far as we may, the wholeness 
of the Gospel of Christ. 

It is no accident that the Church in this 
country should be of this kind. Church and 
people have grown up together, in intimate 
association, and we see God’s providence at 
work in both. The stresses within the 
Church and the unifying loyalty which con- 
trols them have their counterpart in the 
secular history of our people. There, too, it 
has been the characteristic of our people to 
hold together in a due proportion freedom 
and order, faithfulness to our heritage from 
the past and adaptation to the opportunities 
and pressures of new conditions, a whole- 
some concern for social betterment and a 
wholesome liberty of enterprise and respon- 
sibility. There too, if the stresses have often 
been great and the balance unequal, the 
unifying forces of a free society have con- 
trolled and corrected them. It is that tried 
and tested unity in our people which in these 
last years has brought us by God’s provi- 


dence through great perils and great sacri- 
fices to the verge of a great deliverance. And 
the unifying forces have their roots in that 
heritage of Christian Faith which the 
Church has implanted and preserved among 
us through the centuries. 

There is now a whole demon-ridden world 
to be re-ordered, and everything of stability 
and high purpose which man can find will 
be needed for the task. As through our long 
history, so now let Church and nation stand 
together under God to their interrelated 
duty. The Church has much to put in order 
if it is faithfully to serve the nation: the 
nation has much to learn and to unlearn if 
it is to heed what God says to it through 
His Church. For many years past the two 
have been drawing apart. There is the possi- 
bility, the fear that alienation may continue 
and increase. There is also before us a possi- 
bility, even a hope, certainly a challenge that 
they should look again to one another in a 
Christian faith which is not ashamed to be 
definite, explicit and binding, wherein Church 
and nation, each in its own sphere and fune= 
tion, may glorify God. And in speaking thus 
-of the place within the nation of the Church 
of England, I thankfully associate with it 
the Free Churches of this land which have 
borne their notable part in Christian witness 
and in the shaping of our national character, 
with a valiance for truth not to be neglected 
and with a zeal for righteousness not to be 
quenched. Once there was little but conten- 
tion and strife and bitterness between us. 
By God’s goodness, for distrust there is now 
goodwill: for conflict, co-operation: for con- 
troversy, quiet evaluation of those truths of — 
Christ which we hold in common and of 
those which still divide us. The presence of — 
their representatives here is the proof and 
the prayer that in God’s good time we may 
stand wholly together in the one Body of 
Christ—to serve God and witness for Him 
to this people. 


But the Church of England is more than — st 


the Church of this nation. As these islands 
have given birth to a commonwealth of na- 
tions over the world, so has this Church | 
given birth to a commonwealth of Churches, — 


the far-flung Anglican Communion which 


looks to Canterbury as its mother Church. 


And as this nation has been a strength to- : : 
other nations and is bound in ties of comity __ 


with all who share her ideals of ordered 


liberty, so this Church has a close and grow-. 


ing fellowship in-Christ with Churches of 


other communions which have a concern for _ 


us as we have for them that in the @cumen- — 


ical Church of Christ we may with one voice sae 


glorify God. This cqnerecet representa 


tive of this Church and people, contains — 
also representatives honoured and welcomed - 


of the world-wide Anglican Communion, of 
the Orthodox Churches of the East and of 
the reformed Churches of the West. It is 
profoundly moving, and a pregnant thing, 
that at this moment when the world begins 
to turn from the work of defence and de- 
struction to the high and more exacting 
work of translating into reality its visions 
of righteousness and true peace, all these 
should gather in the fellowship of Christ, 
Lord and Saviour of men, to join in the act 
of enthroning 
another Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Another enthronement, barely three years 
ago, is in the minds of us all, and the sense 
of our impoverishment broods heavily upon 
us. William Temple, whose ardent spirit 
and creative mind ever joined truth to 
action, set the course for the Church and for 
many outside it and fired us with his own 
enthusiasm. Our primary need, he told us 
three years ago, is for minds nurtured by 
the truth of God, hearts open to the love of 
God, wills devoted to the purpose of God. 
That truth, that love, that purpose the 
Church is to proclaim: by them every mem- 
ber of it is to live; that the world which so 
needs them may find them. 

The truth that God is and is the rewarder 
of them that seek Him—that first. Ignor- 
ance, indifference, doubtings, the seductions 
of the open and uncommitted mind have dis- 
placed God from the accepted beliefs and 
loyalties which govern, elevate and unite 
men. Frustration has come upon us and will 
come again unless men will return to the 
act of faith that God is the keeper of the 
cities and the souls of men. Let us faithfully 


recall men to the Sovereignty, the truth, the 


righteousness of God, to be known, to be 
reverenced, to be obeyed. 

Then the love of God. In a sinful world 
love’s highest work is that of reconciliation. 
It is the sorest need of men to-day in their 
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in this Cathedral Church © 


- tions, in the moral wreckage of war a 


ean only be attempted or achieved by t 


- sponse to the love of God can we be recon 


affairs. 


‘Church and the nation to fashion a soci 


the conquest of peace. Reconciliation, 
making at one of the unruly hearts of 


who have the secret of it in their own he 
It is God’s secret, displayed in the cruc 
and risen Christ, whose love reconciles us 
first to God and so to one another. It mus 
be learned from Him. When justice and dut} 
have done their necessary work, it fails un 
less it be fulfilled by the more exacting an 
alone fruitful law of love. Christ has show! 
its -working in His own self. Only by re 


ciled to God and know how to be among mel 
makers of the peace of God. — Be 

And then the purpose of God, that 
righteousness and love shall be applied te 
persona] life and social order and all humai 
That needs power, a power of G 
to form our minds and bend our wills: 
power of God by which we may bear pa 
tiently the obstinacy of things, combat reso 
lutely the perversity, the poverty and self 
pride of human hearts, and enlist in Hi 
service all the self-abnegation, comradeshif 
and sacrifice of which those same human 
hearts are splendidly capable. That power 
God is ready to give us, gives us through the 
Holy Spirit. In that power it is for the 


nearer to the will of God, in which each 
free to find himself in the service of Go d 
and of his neighbour. a 

To this work we dedicate ourselves. The 
world is ever prone to fashion its kingdoms 
after its own liking, to multiply and mag- 
nify its organs of material power, to ascribe 
glory to itself. The Church lives and bears 
witness after another fashion. All true 
citizenship is of the Kingdom of Christ, al 
true power is of the Holy Ghost, and 
glory is to God, to glorify Whom is the oe e 
end of man. 


